
QUESTIONS
Which are the features of our times?   How can present tensions be expressed?   Which visions sustain
contemporary aspirations for the future?

OBJECTIF
The etymological meaning of the word Architecture is "building following principles", i.e. giving a shape to the
artificial environment to make it a visible sign of invisible, complex, wide and profound realities. The inherent nature
of architecture is translating thoughts into shapes. From this perspective the term architecture includes town
planning, landscape, environment, built-up and not built-up structures and infrastructures; It is synonymous with
innovation and transformation, as architecture has always introduced new qualities into pre-existent spaces. 

Being the synthesis of instable, continuously moving economic, social, ecological realities, , space must change
over time.  Once built-up, a sustainable space must be able to change and be transformed following the needs of
its future life. Space transformations result from complex interactions amongst those who promote, request, design,
authorise, supervise, implement and use the transformations themselves. Namely, more than any other form of
human expression, interest in architecture is related to the way it reflects a social system and is affected by its rules
rather than to the work of individual architects.  

The lack of satisfaction for the present way of working requests momentum towards opposite visions, able to give
a new sense to contemporary city, while fitting together the different scales of intervention.

Where does the individual work begin and the collective one finish?

LANDMARKS
The values for the physical nature of our territories, landmarks of our civilisation - environment / landscape /
heritage - have to be supported by a single cultural and methodological approach. 
Degeneration of functionalism has instead generated a prevailing interest in individual interventions, in their internal
rules to the detriment of a context-based approach; the result being the sprawl which is the major feature of our
environment. Currently the fragment logic must be set against the building unit syndrome: it avoids "monads"
floating in the space, views any element as part of a whole. This approach - regardless of the territory or building
scale - is evident in the concept design, the one which defines its DNA and makes it suitable to be part of a wider
system. 
Architecture is characterised by a blameworthy logic which does not accept dialectics of intersections and co-
existence: buildings only fit their needs; interventions neither bring any "gift" to the pre-existent context, nor
introduce any new quality into it.

Actually any intervention, not only an individual building is a fragment of a wider context from which
it gets its roots and within which it develops: by rejecting monads - buildings conceived as isolated
units - it is necessary to move toward a combinatorial process of "informed fragments". 

In the new landscapes, space between buildings becomes the focus of our attention; when relationships prevail
objects loose their importance until they completely disappear. The architectural quality of squares, streets,
connection systems create opportunities for a dialogue among buildings, for a pervious fabric. The aim is to interpret
space as a system of places, to introduce identity and aggregation principles.
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IMMERSION VS PROJECT RULES 
Last century has enhanced the culture of separation, of specific optimisations. Conversely we are at present
searching for interconnections, hybridisations, complexities; we have the proper tools not to view them as negative
factors. 

The point of reference of contemporary culture is integration: keeping together, intersecting
diversities. 
When immersion rules prevail over internal rules, it is possible to design interventions capable of being fragments
of a system, not mere answers to the needs originating them. Surely enough these requests have to be fulfilled, but
- first of all - they have to be an opportunity to improve the quality of the surrounding context. 
We need a new social agreement aimed at accepting transformations not only not generating any pollution - either
from the traditional environmental point of view, or from the context quality point of view - but also, and above all,
contributing to shape increasingly interesting and positive realities. This social agreement should involve all the
actors of the process. A social agreement on the principles to be outlined as new reference standards - new
requirements to be met - guarantees (allowing for the various expressive languages) that, in the formal framework
of any intervention, priority will be given to landscape and environmental values and to a better understanding of the
topological meanings of the context.
At the same time "shared democracy" and "generative programmes", which found their roots in the thinking of
Geddes and which characterize a growing number of experiments in Europe, must produce an important social and
environmental transformation: actually we have realistic experiments rich in opportunities going on with an always
larger number of projects in Europe. The question is how can we define the programme of a project together with
future users? how can planners, landscape architects and designers manage the partnership which characterises
their work.

WHAT TO DO?
Despite the ineluctability of deterioration - the 2° Principle of Thermodynamics - it is widely recognised that there
are some areas where this principle is not confirmed: "life rafts", high quality restricted areas, playing a role quite
similar to the one played by the convents hosting monastic communities in the Middle Ages. 
The present situation is different: we criticise our reality although for billions of other human beings it is a sort of
mirage, a real "life raft". 

Being aware of living in a global world does not imply that we do not have to ask for a definitely better world also
here, in these sites which are privileged sites from many points of view. 

As architects our task is to provide proper answers to requests for transformation, however we also play our role in
the formulation of these requests. Our task is transforming space, implementing physical transformations which
improve human condition, facilitate behaviours Which are certainly unpredictable but express civilisation, human
relationships, and a culture always aspiring to new levels. 

In our attempt of generating a new "Renaissance," now, more than ever, our commitment is to implement
transformations which, in the magma we are immersed in, aim not so much at producing "life rafts", 

but rather at working as beneficial "acupunctures"




